Agenda
Definitions and Measures of Poverty and Economic Security
Community Action Partnership Annual Convention 2011
Jim Masters    jmasters@cencomfut.com
1. Structural elements.  Google “Gordon M. Fisher”

Absolute versus relative measures 

Income based only, versus use of other types of measures e.g. quality of life

Reframing, Meg Bostrom, George Lakoff   “An economy that works for all”


Measures from other countries


Definitions and measures are important because they drive strategy

2.  History of the Traditional Poverty Measure.  An absolute measure.


In the 1960’s we loved it at the U.S. Office of Economic Opportunity!
3.  Evolution of thinking on updating the traditional poverty measure.


“Runs” at modification, most of which are based on what it does NOT include


1969
Indexed to inflation



1976
Interagency Poverty Studies Task Force, 17 papers


1981
Congress tinkers with measure based on 1976 studies



1990
Congress asks National Academy of Sciences (NAS) to study


1990’s Living Wage movement


1995
In May, NAS releases “Measuring Poverty: A New Approach”



2000
100 Academics send letter to Congress “Adopt NAS”
4.  Relative measures.  A percentage of median income (Europe, HUD)
5.  Reframing the issue.  By late 1980’s had hit the wall on use of the word “poverty”


“An economy that works for all”  Meg Bostrom, Ford Foundation

From Hunger to Food Security (USDA, 2006)


        (P. 1)
The Middle Class Economic Security Index. Demos, www.demos.org 



Brandeis Institute on Assets and Social Policy http://iasp.brandeis.edu 


Middle class is 2X to 6X Federal poverty guideline


From Poverty to Economic Security,   (2006/2007) 

2007, May in Bethesda.   National Conversation on Poverty

and Economic Security (NCPES)
www.cencomfut.com 


2007 Working Group on Continuum of Economic Security 4th draft         (P. 2)

2008 Wider Opportunities for Women, 
Center for Community Futures, et. al, 


         (P. 7)

=
6.  Other countries use: social inclusion (Ireland, England), 

Social exclusion (France), 

Canada uses economic security

Full participation in democracy.  Quality of life.

7.  Jim McDermott, D, WA  “the McDermott Bill” HR 2909

      (P. 9)

introduced June 16, 2009,to 

Development of Modern Poverty Thresholds based on NAS

And to do a Study of Decent Living Standard


Now in House Committees: Ways and Means, Government Operations
8.  Supplemental Poverty Measure.  Based on NAS.  


       (P. 10) 

Created by Dr. Rebecca Blank Department of Commerce.  
The reports are on the Census website at:
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty 

see especially

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/SPM_TWGObservations.pdf
See also the commentary on the proposed measure at:


http://www.spotlightonpoverty.org/in_focus_the_poverty_measure.aspx 
Keep track of Shawn Fremstad, Center for Economic  and Policy Research  


http://www.cepr.net                    fremstad@cepr.net 

9.  Economic Security Index.  Prof. Jacob Hacker.  Rockefeller Foundation,       (P. 20)

New American Foundation. July 13, 2010     www.NewAmerica.net        


1985 – 2007.  Projections for 2008, 2009, 2010.

Economic insecurity:  “people who experience a 25% decline in income from 
one year to the next and who lack an adequate financial safety net to replace 
this lost income.”
10.  WOW, NASCSP, NCOA, CAP, Center for Community Futures,   
       (P. 22)

Center for Community Change
Building Bridges to Economic Security Campaign

http://www.wowonline.org
http://www.wowonline.org/buildingbridges/index.asp 
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