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Framing Public Policy through a Lens of Economic Security (Draft 1/28/09)
The historically significant public policy moment we are experiencing will leave a lasting impression for generations to come.  At this pivot point of opportunity and challenge, it is critical that our public policy and public discourse be viewed through a broad lens of economic security for all rather than solely through the more narrow lens of poverty. To that end, Wider Opportunities for Women (WOW) and the Center for Community Futures have invited strong-minded individuals and organizations to create a new framework for public policy, marketplace operations, and voluntary action.  
We have invited leaders from the public and private sectors that specialize in aspects of economic security, such as education, asset building, economic development, workforce development, and workplace flexibility to participate in this discussion. Over the past several months, advocates, academics, people from think tanks and practitioners have explored the feasibility of shifting the public discourse.  We have differing opinions, but similar ideals.  We agree that the use of a broader lens of economic security provides new opportunities for public policies that benefit a much larger number of people – while still including those who fall below the traditional poverty level. Over the next several months, we will draft a shared vision statement that is value-based and simply stated.  It will include the core principles of economic security, and an outreach plan to raise public awareness and inform public policy at the national, state and local levels. Upon securing resources, we plan to convene local, state and regional discussions on economic security. 

Next Steps
Our next national discussion on economic security will be a half-day meeting to bring people together and reach agreement on a definition of economic security for a messaging campaign at the national, state, and local level.  This discussion will draw on America’s ideals and values, and it will create a united message of change. 

Who:  We will invite leaders of organizations that specialize in various aspects of economic security including researchers, academics, people from think tanks, practitioners and journalists. 
What: The planning session will create a common understanding and a working definition of economic security.  This may include a vision statement, core principles, talking points, and the outline for an outreach strategy. 
When: Tuesday, March 10, 2009. 

Where: Location within Washington, DC TBD

Background
There are dozens of organizations using many definitions of:  basic needs, self sufficiency, the safety net, poverty, destitution, extremely poor, lower living standard, a decent standard of living, the good life, making ends meet, an adequate income, and economic security.  At present, in the U.S. there is no agreement on the lowest standard of living that every person should have; we need broader agreement on the elements of the safety net.  And, there is no agreement on what higher level we should try to create for every person through public policy, the marketplace, and voluntary action.   We need more agreement on what we seek to achieve.  We think that the concept of economic security provides an umbrella for what we should seek for all citizens.   So, then, what should be the elements of economic security?
In 2008, WOW and the Center held several national meetings of advocates, academics, practitioners and people from think tanks to discuss the feasibility of creating this new template.   We are informed by the research of George Lakoff and by the work of Meg Bostrom sponsored by the Ford Foundation, by the use of that research by Douglas Gould, the Mobility Agenda, the Reframing Institute, An Economy That Works for All, The Opportunity Agenda, and the New American Foundation.   A critical mass of organizations and individuals concurred that this is an opportune time to have such a discussion given a resurgence of interest in shaping domestic policy to address the needs of the individuals, families and elders unable to “make ends meet” -- including but not limited to those living in poverty.  Our first several meetings laid the foundation.  We explored how various basic needs budgets are already affecting public policies, and how initiatives in other countries help individuals and families become economically secure.  We reviewed the findings from the messaging projects around poverty, and recent papers critiquing the poverty index and proposing improvements in it based on the work of the National Academy of Sciences in the mid 1990’s.  As a group, we also had several discussions regarding the feasibility of reshaping the public dialogue and policy on helping individuals and families better “make ends meet.” 
We are now in a time of new and exciting possibilities.  The new Administration is in full swing.  There is renewed optimism about our country’s future.  It is time for a collaborative effort to describe why economic security is so important and to move forward with an economic security agenda that benefits all Americans.  But first, we have to reach agreement on the agenda.






