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	STRATEGY
	THEN
	NOW

	One adult works
	One was enough to support a family
	Two adults must work

	Have the D-a-d
	Most dads were present
	Too many dads missing.

	Graduate High School or get a GED, and
	The ticket to a non-poverty level job was a GED
	Now an AA or college degree is needed to assure a job above the poverty level

	Get any kind of job
	Low-skilled work often paid well.  Only a handful of people who worked full time were poor
	Minimum wage is now a poverty job.  Millions of Americans work full time and are below poverty.



	On the assembly line
	Lots of low-skill jobs out there.
	Anything that can be done by an unskilled person will be done by a robot or in a low-wage country

	Break the race barrier through anti-discrimination, civil rights
	If you could get into work, you got out of poverty
	You can break the color barrier, and still not have a good job.



	Social class was not important. Could still be lower class or working class
	Could still escape poverty


	Most non-poverty jobs now require middle-class communication and social skills and behavior.

	Economic value of work was clear.


	65% of people worked to produce cars, housing, clothes, food and other necessities, e.g. 65% of jobs produced tangible products, the value of which was measurable
	20% of jobs produce tangibles.  The $ value of most jobs is not clear.  (We must  “pay” people for working thru the tax code.)

	Remove barriers to get out of poverty
	Remove one or two barriers and they were out of poverty
	Remove ten barriers and either it still does not get them out of poverty, or – there are still 20 more barriers.  What happens to these folks?







